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seed of small, trivial, foolish joys, the grain
that he reaps is small, trivial, and foolish too.
God is indeed in many ways an indulgent
Father, like the Father in the parable of the
Prodigal Son; and the best rebuke that He
gives, if we have the wisdom to see it, is
that He so often does hand us, with a smile,
the very thing we have desired. And thus
it is well to pray that He should put into
our minds good desires, and that we should
use our wills to keep ourselves from dwell-
ing too much upon small and pitiful desires,
for the fear is that they will be abundantly
gratified.

And thus when the time comes for recol-
lection, it is a very wonderful thing to look
back over life, and see how eagerly gracious
God has been to us. He knows very well
that we cannot learn the paltry value of the
things we desire, if they are withheld from
us, but only if they are granted to us ; and
thus we have no reason to doubt His fatherly
intention, because He does so much dispose
life to please us. And we need not take it
for granted that He will lead us by harsh
and provocative discipline, though when He
grants our desire, He sometimes sends lean-
ness withal into our soul. Yet one of the